The statistical mechanics of systems which settle into nonequilibrium steady states (NESS) has attracted considerable interest recently [1] . Motivated by their rich phenomenology, paired with simple model specifications, most effort has focused on Ising-like systems subject to a driving force: A set of Ising spins, located on the sites of a regular lattice, is updated sequentially, according to a dynamics which is local and translational invariant, in both space and time. The associated rates are controlled solely by (i) differences in internal energy, determined by a local Hamiltonian X, (ii) the coupling to a heat bath which enters only through its temperature T, and (iii) a driving force. The latter acts as a dynamic perturbation which drives the system away from thermal equilibrium, into a steady state that is generically no longer Hamiltonian, but depends on the details of the dynamics. In its absence, the rates reduce to equilibrium form, satisfying detailed balance, so that the steady-state distribution is Hamiltonian, i.e. , of Boltzmann form, independent of the specific choice of the dynamics.
Such nonequilibrium Ising-like systems possess many intriguing properties [1] . For example, similar to the equilibrium Ising model [2] , many of these systems exhibit a continuous transition from a disordered to an ordered state [3 -7] . Because [3] or combinations of spin-flip and spin-exchange dynamics [4] P"(u, v) = -eu + u(P"B"+ P"c1")F(u,v), (5) 
